
Title: Amazing Unbelief 

Passage: Mark 6:1-6 

 

Context of Passage: 

 Healing of bleeding woman, raising of Darius dead daughter (Mark 5) 

Passage: Mark 6:1-6 

He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. And on the Sabbath he 

began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get 

these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? Is not this the 

carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here 

with us?” And they took offense at him. And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his 

hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.” And he could do no mighty work there, except 

that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he 

went about among the villages teaching. 

 

Overview - Key Words 

I. Astonished 

II. Offended 

III. Unbelief 

 

I. Astonished (Marveled) 
“Astonished” 

 only two accounts in Bible where Jesus was “astonished” at someone 

Luke 7:9 (astonished at someone’s faith) 

When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell 

you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” 

Mark 6:6 (astonished at someone’s lack of faith) 

And he marveled because of their unbelief. 

And he went about among the villages teaching. 

 

Question: Have you ever been amazed at someone’s continuing unbelief? 

 

Question: Have you ever been amazed at your own unbelief? 

 

Mark 6:1 

Now Jesus went away from there and came to His hometown, and His disciples followed Him. 

 hometown = Nazareth 

 His disciples followed Him = a ministry visit, expose to disciples the hard-heartedness of people (Not a 

personal, family visit) 

 Second visit (prior: Luke 4 - where they tried to put Jesus to death but He passed through the crowd) 

 Reveals the heart of Jesus: who returned to his hometown to minister in love. 

II. Offended 

 Potential responses to Jesus: consider Jesus as a liar, lunatic, or Lord. 

o Book Recommendation: “Mere Christianity” - C.S. Lewis 



Mark 6:2 

And when the Sabbath came He began to teach in the synagogue, and the many who heard Him were 

astonished, saying, “Where is this man get these things?  And what is this wisdom given to Him? And how are 

such mighty works done by His hands? 

 Here, many questioned Jesus’ Words, Wisdom, and Works 

 Words = Jesus spoke with authority unlike heard before (ex: Sermon on the Mount - people were 

astonished at Jesus’ teaching) 

 “many who heard Him were astonished” 

o “Astonished” = to strike or to blast 

 but their response to Jesus = questioning Jesus in continuing unbelief. 

o Contrast: Nicodemus (John 3) recognized Jesus was empowered by God 

Mark 6:3 

“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?  Are not His 

sisters here with us?”  And they took offense at Him. 

 implications of questions: judgment of Jesus (questioning His upbringing - no reference to Joseph, and 

His authority) 

Mark 6:4 

And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his own relatives 

and in his own household.” 

 those who should have known Jesus intimately and richly instead were offended at Jesus and chose to 

reject Him. 

John 1:11 

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

John 3:19 

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 

because their works were evil. 

 

III. Unbelief 
How may unbelief be manifested? By... 

 From hearing God’s Word and doubting (Genesis 3 - “did God really say...”) 

 Not trusting in God 

 Not obeying God. 

 Not resting in God 

 Not living for God 

Mark 4:5-6 

And He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed 

them.  And He marveled at their unbelief. 

 unbelief turns aside the exercise of God’s power (what would have otherwise been a blessing) 

 Unbelief has the power to rob men of the highest of blessings (salvation, escape from eternal 

punishment in hell, etc.) 

 Blessings are granted on those who have faith in God. 

Examples of Unbelief with Consequences 



 Noah’s day: people rejected warning of coming judgment of flood 

 Israel - 10 spies into Promised Land: chose to reject and led to 40 more years of desert wandering and 

dying off rather than entering 

 Judges - Israel rejecting God 

John 8:24 

I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 

 

Continuing Unbelief 

 people who hear God’s Word (on Sunday’s) yet continue in their unbelief 

 In fear and love, wonder of ignorance and cavalier attitude 

Causes of unbelief 

 Ignorance 

Romans 10:13-14 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they 

have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 

hear without someone preaching? 

 Guilt and Shame (Perceived past failure or continuing sin) 

o But this is a misunderstanding of the heart of God 

Isaiah 1:18 

“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 

snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

 Fear or Weakness (believe incapable of pleasing God) 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 Resentment from anger and pain 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 

 Pride 

John 5:39-40 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 

about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 

James 4:10 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

 


